
How do you lead your church to take the gospel to the nations when you can barely leave your own house? 

In early March 2020, I was scheduled to leave for Romania on a mission trip. Just a few days before I was to depart, the entire country 
shut down. The trip was then rescheduled for July, but we were still shut down. Then we tried for November, but everything was still 
closed. 

Now it’s scheduled for next year, and I’m still not very confident I’ll be boarding a plane then, either. The reality for almost every believer 
and local church is that missions looks much different at the moment and will certainly look different for the foreseeable future. 

If the Great Commission is still the mandate of the church, we must learn to participate in God’s mission in new ways and with new 
methods. So, how do we continue to prioritize missions (especially international missions) in our churches while we wait for countries to 
reopen and travel to resume? 

1. WE PRAY: Oswald Chambers rightly noted that “prayer does not equip us for greater works— prayer is the greater work.” The 
greatest work we can do is to pray. The great movements of missions and evangelism have often been fueled by a revival of prayer. 
While we may need to wait to go, we shouldn’t wait to pray. Each Sunday the church should take time to pray for—by name—the 
three missionary couples that the church is connected with.  In addition, pray collectively for all the missionaries sent by your de-
nomination. Because of this pandemic, many missionaries are stateside, and others are quarantined in their countries of service. We 
know this is frustrating for them just as it is for us here. Ask God to prepare their hearts, fuel their passion, and prepare their mis-
sion fields for a harvest of souls. 

2. WE SHARE: “Out of sight, out of mind” is a cliché that can unfortunately apply here. When we’re not hearing from missionaries 
themselves, it can be easy to forget about the vital Kingdom work going on around the world. Many churches aren’t able to meet 
with the same frequency as they did earlier this year; many of the communication pathways used in the past to communicate about 
the work of the gospel around the world may be limited. To combat this, our church has used video conferencing to interact with 
missionaries and church planters. We record these video calls and then post them on our church’s website and YouTube channels. In 
those conversations, ask for the specific prayer needs of the missionaries and church planters and then work to keep these in front 
of your church. 

3. WE GIVE: During a time of crisis, it can be tempting to turn inward. This can be true in our individual giving. We de-
velop a protectionary mindset. Churches can also adopt this way of thinking, and it can be harmful to both the congregation and the 
Kingdom. When resources become scarce, the place churches often look to trim the budget is in the area of missions giving. But 
when we cut back on our missions giving, we’ll miss the abundant joy that comes when we give out of our poverty (2 Corinthians 
8:2). When we neglect to give, we’ll undercut the commitment we’ve made to those missionaries who’ve left their homeland to live 
and serve in difficult and dangerous places. These missionaries are part of us; they’re sent out from among us. Sometimes we must 
make difficult choices in our budget, but we should never lose our heart for the nations. I’ve often seen God provide in abundance 
for us when we’ve prioritized taking the gospel to the nations. When we can’t go, we need to give even more generously. 

4. WE GO: We just stated that planes are grounded and missionaries are quarantined. So, how  do we go? M issions al-
ways starts in our own homes and communities. The next generation of missionaries are being raised up today. They sit in our 
churches and listen to the Scripture being preached and the Holy Spirit moving. They watch us to see if we’re only interested in 
sharing Jesus across the ocean or to see if we will share Jesus across the street. If we’re prepared and sensitive to the Holy Spirit, 
there will certainly be opportunities for gospel-centered conversations. Let’s not squander this time waiting to go across the ocean to 
talk to people about Jesus. Let’s seize the moment to walk across our yards and streets. Not only will our cities be better off, but our 
kids are also watching and learning about missions through our words and actions.   

Missions isn’t a trip we go on; it’s a lifestyle we live. While we wait for a return of physically going, let’s not waste the opportunities God 
has put before us now. 
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Spreading Christ at Christmas!!! 

Europe’s Child Missions was able to minister in spite of the COVID 19 pandemic.   
5 Camps in 3 Countries (Hungary, Romania, and Poland) 
750 Kids attended under the supervision of 75 workers. 
112 Salvations and 10 Baptized in the Holy Spirit. 
We also fed over 9,000 meals to children and families in need this year. (We also provided 
school supplies) 
We gave away over 300 Bibles, gospel soccer balls, gospel Frisbees and t-shirts. 
We also help over 50 needy families at Christmas time with gifts, food and other items. 
We donated 560 Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes this year. 
We assisted 2 churches to help keep their buildings and services going during the pandemic. 

The Carpathian Mountains, Alps and Dinaric Alps surround Hungary, a mostly flat, landlocked country in central Europe.  
The Danube River, which flows north to south, divides Hungary and bisects its capital, Budapest. Lake Balaton, a popular 
tourist attraction, is the largest lake in central Europe. Most of the population is of Magyar (Hungarian) descent and the 
Hungarian language is unlike any of its neighbors. 
 
Once part of the Russian communist bloc, Hungary was the first state to leave communism and to successfully establish a 
stable democratic government.  Although Hungary is limited in natural resources, it has had growth in its industrial base 
and has productive agricultural land. Foreign investment and joining the EU has helped Hungary recover economically 
from its years under communist rule. 
  
In the 1600's, a majority of the Hungarian population were Protestant, but after the Counter-Reformation, Catholicism 
spread widely throughout Hungary.  During Communist control after World War II, all Christians faced persecution.  Free-
dom of religion came with the end of communism in 1990.  It also left the Christian churches without mature spiritual lead-
ership or evangelists.  Many Hungarians were hurting and questioned the many political and economic changes. Currently, 
27 percent of the population is Protestant, while a majority 68 percent is Catholic. 

Prayer Points for Hungary 
 Pray for Hungarians to see the truth of the 

gospel in the midst of an increasingly post-
modern culture.  

 Pray for a recommitment to evangelism, holi-
ness, and spiritual maturity within the church. 

 Pray for the government to ease restrictions 
that are making open witness difficult, partic-
ularly in the marketplace.  

You have always come to the rescue 
when a urgent need has presented it-
self to us. We are currently depleted of 
our inventory of Gospel Soccer Balls.  
We need to replenish our stock to share 
the gospel with children all across Eu-
rope. We have a short window of op-
portunity to replace our stock at HALF 
PRICE of our usual purchase prices. The 
company we order from is willing to 
work with us for just a little while long-

er. Will you help us? We have budgeted $1,500 to replenish our in-
ventory. Go to www.europeschild.com/donate and help us meet this 
urgent need. 


